
Licence renewals.  Item raised by Mr Jarman.   

“Vehicle licence renewals are subject to section 60 of the 1976 Act which says 
refusal may be due to an unfit vehicle, non compliance with the governing statute or 
any other reasonable cause. 

 
Refusal must be followed by written notice specifying the grounds and there is a right 
of appeal to the magistrates court even though discretion is involved. 

 
Driver licences renewals are subject to section 61 and refusal to renew may be 
because of convictions, since the grant of the licence (the fit & proper test), failure to 
comply with the governing statutes, or an other reasonable cause. The appeal 
provisions are the same as for  vehicle licences. 

 
There is recent case law: 

 
Exeter have a restricted number of hackney carriages (taxis). 

 
Mr Sandles did not attempt to renew his “plate” until a day or so after expiry. Renewal 
was refused. Presumably he was given notice of the grounds, He did not appeal to 
the magistrates but made application to the County Court for a plate as one extra to 
Exeter’s numerical restriction. He was given a plate as the court said he should not 
have been refused renewal. 

 
Exeter appealed and lost. The appeal was framed on the ground that Mr Sandles 
should have applied to the magistrates and that Exeter had a discretion. 

 
The appeal judge said that renewal meant the grant of a fresh licence, it did not have 
to be before expiry likening it to renewing a driving licence if you forget you simply re-
apply. You did not need a new driving test. 
The judge said that as Exeter had restricted numbers that such late application it 
would be justifiable to refuse if the delay was significant. 

 
The appeal court refused to deal with Exeter’s point that the original refusal was 
discretionary as the appeal had come via a different route, and in context was 
discretionary. 

 
 

Vehicle licences: 
 

SMBC operate a policy set out in the handbook that vehicle licences must be applied 
for before expiry, if there are good reasons there may be a possibility that 
consideration be applied; some neighbouring authorities allow a period of grace 
(Knowsley is notable). 

 
The procedure of starting a renewal application when it is envisaged there will be a 
delay is good, when that concession ceases (by notice) the grace period could run 
before the section 60 notice is given? 

 
Driver renewals: 

 
The following checks must be in place: 

 
CRB (DBS), 3 years, or continuous. 

 



DVLA, although this is now on-line. 
 

Medical – periodic. 
 

Knowledge test (not more than 2 years out of date) 
 

VRQ 
 

Licence renewal has been refused when after expiry when these checks are 
complied with  simply because of expiry of the previous licence, or when the CRB 
show convictions already mitigated.  Procedure needs to change accordingly” 

 

 


